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Background 
 
The City of King is fortunate to have a number of quality parks and sports fields.  
However, the condition of many of the fields has become a problem due to the 
extensive use that takes place, lack of staff to provide the level of maintenance 
necessary, lack of funding for ongoing improvements, gopher problems and other 
issues.  Over a period of time, it is common for sports fields to deteriorate if they are not 
closed from use during a period of the year for reseeding and recovery, which has not 
occurred on any of King City’s facilities.  Given that many of these issues relate to 
resource constraints, staff has developed a plan for improvement of the fields that can 
be implemented over a phased period with available resources.   
 
At this time, the objective of the plan is to improve the conditions of the turf of the fields.  
Facilities where the most serious problems exist have been identified.  In the future, if 
more resources become available, it is proposed to study potential renovations to some 
of the existing park facilities to more effectively utilize the space available.  In addition, 
the City proposes to partner with the School Districts and Salinas Valley Fairgrounds on 
ways to improve and increase joint use of their facilities by the public in the future. 
 
City Park Adult Baseball Field 
 
Portions of the baseball field are in poor condition.  The City proposes to partner with 
representatives of the Adult Softball League on a field renovation project coordinated by 
the Adult Softball League.  They will be removing the existing turf, leveling the field, and 
seeding new turf.  Most of the work will be done by volunteers and supplies donated.  
City staff will assist with work on the irrigation system and hauling away old soil and turf.  
It may require up to $5,000 in City funding to assist in paying for a portion of the direct 
costs.  It is proposed to close the field from October 2018 through March 2019. 
 
San Antonio Park 
 
Portions of San Antonio Park are in fair condition and others are in poor condition.  It is 
proposed to close the field from January 15, 2019 through March 31, 2019. Areas 
where the grass has died or been removed will be reseeded.  A new soil mix will also be 
distributed throughout the field to level areas that have become uneven to address 



hazards.  Soil amendments will be applied and the field will be watered and unused for 
a period sufficient for the new grass areas to take hold. 
 
Creekbridge Softball Park 
 
The Softball Park is in fair condition, but includes a number of areas that have 
deteriorated.  It is proposed to close the field from November 1, 2019 through January 
15, 2020.  Areas where the grass has died or been removed will be reseeded.  A new 
soil mix will also be distributed throughout the field to level areas that have become 
uneven to address hazards.  Soil amendments will be applied and the field will be 
watered and unused for a period sufficient for the new grass areas to take hold. 
 
Creekbridge Soccer Park 
 
The field in the worse condition is the Soccer Park in the Creekbridge area.  The current 
condition is primarily the result of excessive use of the park and poor soil condition.  It is 
proposed to conduct a full renovation of this field.  It is proposed to install new sod for 
the entire field.  Staff is soliciting estimates for purchase of the sod and to contract for 
coordination of the installation work.  Use of volunteers or specific organizations may be 
used to supplement the contract in order to reduce costs.  Total costs are expected to 
range from $50,000 to $60,000.  It is proposed to pursue grants and local fundraising for 
half of the money.  A goal is established for the City to budget the remaining half.  An 
option would be to provide park naming rights if a donor for the full $50,000 could be 
identified.  It is proposed to close the field from December 1, 2019 through January 30, 
2020 to complete the project. 
 
Gopher Control 
 
The City proposes to contract for ongoing gopher control work at all the fields to prevent 
future damage. 
 
Irrigation Improvements 
 
The City is proposing irrigation improvements.  The goal is to reduce water usage, as 
well as to distribute water more efficiently to the sports fields and other park areas.  This 
will help maintain the fields in an improved condition and reduce damage in the future.  
A consultant has been hired to evaluate the system and develop recommended 
upgrades.  The City is partnering with Cal Water to access grant funds to pay for many 
of the proposed retrofits through their water conservation incentive programs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


