
 

PRESS RELEASE 

May 19, 2016 

 
On Tuesday, May 10, 2016, the City Council conducted the first reading of an ordinance 

to adopt standards for car canopies, sheds and shade structures. The second reading and 

final adoption of Ordinance No. 2016-724 will be during the next City Council regular 

meeting of May 24, 2016 at 6 p.m.  Ordinance No. 2016-724 becomes effective thirty (30) 

days after the second reading. 

The Municipal Code currently does not have adequate language to address concerns that 

have been identified regarding certain temporary structures such as car canopy enclosures 

(Figure 1), tool sheds (Figure 2), and shade structures (Figure 3). The amendments to the 

Municipal Code include changes to Municipal Code §§17.09.015 and 17.09.050 and 

adding §17.09.060 of Chapter 17.09 of Title 17 that address criteria for car canopies, sheds, 

and shade structures. 

These structures, if improperly located, can create serious issues of safety and can detract 

from the appearance of a residential neighborhood. For example, if car enclosures are 

located in front or street side yard areas, they can impair visual access for safety. If fabric 

car enclosures are located close to a residence, they can create fire hazards. The proposed 

code addresses these safety and other safety issues noted by the Fire and Police Chiefs.  

Reference the Table shown below for standards on Canopy, Sheds, and Shade Structures.   
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Figure No. 3 

 

 

 

Vehicle Canopy Structures Sheds 
Tarps/Shade Structures 

(Non-vehicle) 

Max 240 Square Feet, 

Height Limit of 14 feet  

Max floor area of 120 

Square Feet, Height Limit 

of 12 feet 

Window Awnings on 

exterior residential wall or 

garage wall and do not 

project more than 36” are 

permitted 

Not allowed in the Front 

Yard, Rear Yard, Interior 

Side Yard or Street Side 

Only one structure 

permitted unless separated 

by 50 feet 

Shade cloth structures for 

plant nursery with no 

electrical, gas or other 



Yard Setback Area service, do not require a 

building permit and not be 

located in required front 

yards and street side yards 

and shall be adequately 

anchored to the ground. 

Fire rating documentation 

required if placed next to a 

structure, if no fire rating a 

minimum of 5 feet of any 

structure 

Electrical, Plumbing, or 

Mechanical work in 

connection with such 

structure requires a permit. 

Detached shade structures 

without a solid roof (e.g., 

trellises or arbors) when the 

height above grade does not 

exceed twelve (12) feet and 

one-hundred and forty-four 

(144) square feet in roof 

area do not require a 

building permit.   

 

Max of 3 sides enclosed and 

side toward street open 

May not be located in any 

Front or Street Side Yard 

setbacks of any lot.  

Trellises & arbors 

accessory to residential 

occupancies are considered 

detached shade structures. 

 

Adequately anchored to the 

ground  

 

Not to be used for living, 

commercial or industrial 

purposes.  

Exceptions: 

Temporary shades, up to 

144 square feet may be used 

in a front or street side yard 

for short periods for events 

such as birthday parties, 

wedding celebrations or 

other similar occasions or 

events for a period not to 

exceed seventy-two (72) 

continuous hours in any one 

week and shall not be used 

for commercial purposes. 

Only permitted in R-1 Zone 

without CUP.  

 

Any other zones require a 

Conditional Use Permit 

approved by Planning 

Commission.  

 

City Council is interested in receiving public input. Therefore, anyone interested in 

providing feedback regarding the ordinance is encouraged to attend the meeting. If 

approved, the City will implement a public education program to notify property owners 

or residents that have items not in compliance.  

If you have any questions regarding this issue, please contact the City Hall at 831-385-

3281. 


