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BUILDING DEPARTMENT
INFORMATIONAL HANDOUT #5

CUTTING, NOTCHING, BORING DETAILS
(California Building Code Section 2308.9.10-2308.10.4.2)

WIDTH _|‘—’| MAXIMUM SIZES AS FOLLOWS:

For SI: 2 x 4 =51 mm x 102 mm. STUD —] BORED HOLES—MAXIMUM SIZE HOLE, 40 PERCENT OF WIDTH
o 2 X 6= 51 mm x 152 mm, ™ 2x 4—1.4 IN. (1%/g IN.) (35.6 mm) DIA. HOLE

2x6—2.2IN. (23/15 IN.) (55.6 mm) DIA. HOLE

BORED HOLES IN DOUBLE STUDS—MAXIMUM SIZE HOLE IN
*5/g IN. (15.9 m %MIN
EDGE DISTANC

DOUBLE STUDS—60 PERCENT OF WIDTH. NO MORE THAN
TWO ADJOINING DOUBLE STUDS SHALL BE BORED.

2 x 4—2.1 IN. (21/5 IN.) (54.0 mm) DIA. HOLE

2 x 6—3.3 IN. (35/16 IN.) (84.1 mm) DIA. HOLE

NOTCHES—MAXIMUM DEPTH, 25 PERCENT OF WIDTH
2 x 4—87 IN. (/g IN.) (22.2 mm) DEEP NOTCH
2 % 4—1.37 IN. (195 IN) (34.9 mm) DEEP NOTCH

EXTERIOR WALLS
AND BEARING WALLS

WIDTH

= BORED HOLES—MAXIMUM SIZE HOLE, 60 PERCENT OF WIDTH
STUD 2% 4—2.1 IN. (2'/g IN.) (54.0 mm) DIA. HOLE
~4 2x6—33 IN. 35/6 IN.) (84.1 mm) DIA. HOLE

*5/g IN. (15.9 mm) MIN. —l—’ I‘— NOTCHES—MAXIMUM DEPTH, 40 PERCENT OF WIDTH
EDGE DISTANCE 2 x 4—1.4 IN. (1%/g IN.) (35.6 mm) DEEP NOTCH
2 x6—2.2 IN. (23/16 IN.) (55.6 mm) DEEP NOTCH
INTER *PORTION OF STUD REMAINING AT NOTCHES OR HOLES SHALL BE
NONBE ARING WALLS SOUND WOOD WITHOUT EXCESSIVE STRENGTH-REDUCING

PROPERTIES SUCH AS KNOTS, BREAKS, SPLITS, EXCESSIVE SLOPE
OF GRAIN, ETC.

CUTTING, NOTCHING AND BORING OF STUDS

NOTCH AT END \
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DI6 MAX. D/s MAX. | MAX. 2 x SOLID BLOCKING
(EXCEPT WHERE ENDS OF
NOTCHES NOT 2 IN. (51 mm) JOIST ARE NAILED TO A
PERMITTED W]THlN MIN. HEADER, BAND OR RIM
MIDDLE THIRD OF JOIST OR TO AN ADJOINING
NOTCHES WITHIN __ 1, SPAN, BUTBORED | BOREDHOLES _ | ?\E%BSVRE%YMOE}“&%?
/s SPAN EACHEND "1+~ HOLES ARE “™ ALSO PERMITTED _

CUTTING, NOTCHING AND BORING OF FLOOR JOISTS



